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 SISTER MARY MANSUETA MARTINEAU 
         was called into eternal life. 

 
 
Born March 3, 1914 in Piercefield, New York, Sr. Mary Mansueta Martineau entered eternal life 
on May 20, 2019 at Holy Family Home.  She was one hundred five years old and in her 85th year 
as a professed member of the Congregation of Divine Providence.  
 
Virginia Gertrude was the sixth of nine children born to Dominic and Josephine Martineau.  She 
is preceded in death by her brothers Oliver, Cornelius, Rev. Charles, and Lawrence and her 
sisters Lillian Rapp, Nell Barrett, Sr. Mary Amabilis, and Sr. Josephine Mary, also Sisters of 
Divine Providence.  She is survived by nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
 
Sr. Mary Mansueta attended public school in New York and in Johnson City, Tennessee, after 
her family moved there.  Her mother was concerned about her getting more religious instruction 
as she reached high school age.  A cousin in Knoxville attended St. Camillus Academy in 
Corbin, Kentucky.  The Martineau’s pastor went to check it out and discovered there the same 
order of French sisters that he had known in France.  Consequently, Mrs. Martineau, who had a 
deep faith in Providence, also visited the school and then decided to send Sr. Mary Mansueta 
there for high school.  Sister was profoundly influenced by the sisters, especially Sr. Hildegard 
and Sr. Lauretana.  Experiencing a desire to serve God in whatever way she could, to give thanks 
for God’s love, and for her salvation and for her family, Sr. Mary Mansueta entered  St. Anne 
Convent on August 15, 1931.  She made her first profession of vows on August 29, 1934 and 
final vows on August 29, 1937. 
 
Even though Sr. Mary Mansueta always said that she did not want to teach, she was a dedicated 
and devoted educator who was loved by her students.  She prepared for her forty-year ministry in 
elementary education by obtaining her A.B. degree from Villa Madonna College (now Thomas 
More University).  Until her death, she was the oldest living graduate of the college (1936).   
 
After graduation, Sister taught at Corpus Christi School in Newport until 1942.  She spent the 
next several years in Kentucky schools:  St. Cecilia in Independence, St. Peter Claver in 
Lexington, and Our Savior in Covington.  In 1950 Sister went out of state to Our Lady of Good 
Help School in Mapleville, Rhode Island and St. Michael School in Wheeling, West Virginia.  
Sr. Mary Mansueta returned to Kentucky in 1955 to serve as both principal and teacher at St. 
Stephen School in Cumberland from 1955 to 1958, St. Patrick School in Mt. Sterling from 1958 
to 1967, and St. Matthew School in Morning View from 1967 to 1970.  Sister then retired from 
the principalship, but continued teaching for a few more years:  Our Lady of Good Help in 
Mapleville, Rhode Island, St. Bartholomew in Bethesda, Maryland, and St. Michael in Wheeling, 
West Virginia.   
 
 



In August of 1976, Sr. Mary Mansueta was appointed superior of Holy Family Home.  She 
cherished the years she spent there in close relationship with the sisters.  It was truly satisfying 
for her to be of help to some sisters in their personal struggles.  In her reflections for her Golden 
Jubilee, Sr. Mary Mansueta noted that those eight years were the most rewarding of her life 
because she shared the lives of so many women committed solely to God.  The sisters 
appreciated her patience and attentiveness to their needs.  She was a good listener, 
understanding, even-tempered, and peaceful.  Sister was kind to everyone, rarely excitable, and 
very approachable and welcoming.  The staff experienced her as a team person and a gentle 
decision maker who was open, thoughtful, supportive, and easy to work with.  She also had a 
great sense of humor.       
 
Before her own retirement to Holy Family Home in 1999, Sr. Mary Mansueta spent a few years 
in community service with the Aletheia Community of Prayer in St. Anne Convent.   
 
A spiritual turning point in her life was a thirty-day retreat in which she grew to appreciate the 
importance of prayer in her life.  Sister was keenly attuned to God’s presence, especially in 
nature.  She had an aura of deep interior peace. 
    
In thanksgiving for our dear Sr. Mary Mansueta and for her witness as a loving, joyful woman of 
Providence and as a woman of prayer, compassion, and loving service throughout her religious 
life, let us entrust her to the care of our Provident God.  
 
United in God’s gracious Providence, 
 
Sister Barbara Patrick, CDP for 
Sister Alice Gerdeman, CDP, Provincial 
 
 
Mass of Christian Burial:   May 24, 2019 
           Immaculate Conception Chapel, Melbourne  
  
 
Burial in the Convent Cemetery, Melbourne, Kentucky 


