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 SISTER GERTRUDE ANN KNIPPER 

     was called into eternal life. 

 

 

Born October 6, 1930 in Newport, Kentucky, Sr. Gertrude Ann Knipper entered eternal life on 

January 10, 2019 at Holy Family Home.  She was eighty-eight years old and a professed member 

of the Congregation of Divine Providence for sixty-four years.  

 

Mary Cleora was the second of three children born to William and Gertrude Knipper.  She is 

preceded in death by her brother Donald.  She is survived by her brother Leo and nieces and 

nephews. 

 

Sr. Gertrude Ann began her primary education at St. Benedict School in Covington. When she 

was in the second grade, the family moved to Newport where she studied under the guidance of 

the Sisters of Divine Providence at Corpus Christi School.  She was a good student and liked to 

hang around the sisters.  During her four happy years at Our Lady of Providence Academy, 

Sister was significantly influenced by two of her CDP teachers: Sr. Loretto Marie Driscoll and 

Sr. Kathleen Kelly.  Her cousin Sr. Isabella Whitehead, CDP was a family contact most of her 

life.  Even though she was well trained in the spirit of Providence, Sr. Gertrude Ann followed a 

childhood dream of being a foreign missionary. In 1948 she entered the Maryknoll novitiate in 

Valley Park, Missouri, near St. Louis.  There she received spiritual formation and attended 

Maryknoll Teachers’ College.  However, much to her surprise, Maryknoll decided that Sister 

lacked sufficient health for the foreign missionary life.  She returned home in 1951.  

Providentially, her family had moved back to the Covington area.  Sister joined a group of 

sodality girls at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in Covington.  Five of them were 

discerning religious life.  Sr. Gertrude Ann wanted to do the same and realized the time was right 

for her.  She responded to a call from God and entered St. Anne Convent on August 30, 1952.  

She made her first profession of vows on August 29, 1954 and final vows on August 29, 1959. 

 

Sr. Gertrude Ann continued her professional training and earned her A.B. degree in English from 

Villa Madonna College (now Thomas More University) and her M.Ed. from Xavier University 

in Cincinnati.  She was certified to teach on both the elementary and secondary levels. 

 

Although she had once said that she did not want to be a teacher, Sr. Gertrude Ann later 

acknowledged that the job fit her like a hand in a glove.  She began this wonderful ministry at 

Assumption School in Mt. Healthy, Ohio from 1954 to 1957.  From there she moved on to Our 

Lady of Sorrows School in Takoma Park, Maryland from 1957 to 1959.  She returned to 

Kentucky to be near her dying father and taught at St. Bernard School in Dayton from 1959 to 

1963.  Then she taught high school at St. Agatha Academy in Winchester, Kentucky from 1963 



to 1965.  At St. John the Evangelist School in Hopkins, Minnesota, Sr. Gertrude Ann was both 

principal and teacher from 1965 to 1968.  She became a full time principal at Christ the King 

School in Lexington, Kentucky from 1968 to 1975.  These many years of experience in 

education led to her appointment as an Education Consultant in the diocesan office in Covington, 

Kentucky.  Sister served in this capacity from 1975 to 1979 and then returned to being a full time 

principal at Kalida Public Elementary in Kalida, Ohio from 1979 to 1981.  Due to her mother’s 

failing health, Sr. Gertrude Ann requested to return once again to Kentucky.  She was both 

teacher and principal at Immaculate Heart of Mary School in Hebron from 1981 to 1983.  Then 

she was full time principal at Holy Cross Elementary School in Covington from 1983 to 1987.  

Sensing that it was time to move on, Sister requested and received a sabbatical to prepare for 

another ministry.  She chose a program at Notre Dame University in South Bend, Indiana.  Upon 

her return, the provincial administration asked her to teach at Holy Spirit Junior High from 1988 

to 1989.  Pursuing a new ministry, the following year Sr. Gertrude Ann was hired as pastoral 

associate at Our Lady of the Visitation Parish in Mack, Ohio.  She served the parish from 1989 to 

2003.  She then served in a part-time position as Pastoral Minister to the Sick and Elderly of St. 

Mary Parish in Alexandria, Kentucky from 2003 to 2010.    

 

Sr. Gertrude Ann possessed a keen intelligence and many administrative abilities and 

organizational skills.  She generously shared of herself in all aspects of her life especially 

spiritually, in her ministries, and as a delegate to the provincial and general chapters.  Sister was 

a valuable member in any group to which she belonged.  She had the gift of communicating with 

people and was friendly in meeting strangers without much difficulty. Sr. Gertrude Ann was a 

good friend with all her acquaintances.  She was approachable, kind, encouraging, sensitive, 

perceptive, gentle, insightful, a respectful listener, and grateful for whatever was done for her. 

 

In her reflections for her Golden Jubilee, Sr. Gertrude Ann noted that she would like most to be 

remembered for her saving grace of a sense of humor.  She was a great tease and always ready to 

enjoy a good joke.  Her upbeat personality, clever wit, and ready smile brought joy to others and  

will long be remembered.  Sr. Gertrude Ann believed strongly in God’s loving Providence for 

her personally and trusted in the Divine Will.  She knew that God would never ask her to give 

more than she was able to give.  In her religious life, Sr. Gertrude Ann found it most satisfying to 

belong to a community where she felt at home among sisters who never ceased to inspire her. 

 

In thanksgiving for our dear Sr. Gertrude Ann and for her witness as a loving, joyful woman of 

Providence and as a woman of prayer, compassion, and loving service throughout her religious 

life, let us entrust her to the care of our Provident God.  

 

United in God’s gracious Providence, 

 

Sister Barbara Patrick, CDP for 

Sister Alice Gerdeman, CDP, Provincial 

 

Mass of Christian Burial:   January 15, 2019 

           Immaculate Conception Chapel, Melbourne 

 

Burial in the Convent Cemetery, Melbourne, Kentucky 


