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SISTER FRANCIS ANNE DURBIN 

was called into eternal life. 

 

Born December 15, 1932 in Pryse, Kentucky, Sr. Francis Anne Durbin entered eternal life on 

June 26, 2019 at Holy Family Home.  She was eighty-six years old and in her 70
th

 year as a 

professed member of the Congregation of Divine Providence. 

 

Margie Ann was the third of ten children born to Pius and Effie Durbin.  She is preceded in death 

by her brothers Francis Leo and Amos and her sisters Sarah, Virginia Hiler, and Sr. Elizabeth 

Anne, CDP.  She is survived by her brother Pius; her sisters Clara Chmiel, Mary Sina Webb, and 

Carolyn Asay; and nieces, nephews, and cousins.  

 

The Durbins were the only Catholic family in Pryse, Kentucky so Sr. Francis Anne attended 

Cedar Grove Public School through the seventh grade.  Her parents provided her with a good 

family life, nurtured her in the Catholic faith, and taught her to be Christian in her activities with 

others.  Since she was about ten years old, Sr. Francis Anne wanted to be a sister with the Sisters 

of Charity of Nazareth, who taught vacation Bible school in Pryse every summer.  When the 

children played school, she was always a nun.  A few years later, Sisters of Divine Providence 

Joseph Ann O’Dowd and Margaret Regina Simon taught the vacation school.  Then Sr. Francis 

Anne met other CDP’s when she completed her schooling at St. Agatha Academy in Winchester, 

Kentucky.  Following in her older sister’s footsteps, Sr. Francis Anne responded to her early call 

from God and entered St. Anne Convent on August 29, 1947.  She made her first profession of 

vows on August 29, 1949 and final vows on August 29, 1954. 

 

Sr. Francis Anne was well prepared for her long career in food service.  She earned a diploma in 

practical baking from the National Baking School in Chicago, Illinois; an associate degree in 

food service management from the College of Mount St. Joseph in Cincinnati, Ohio; and a 

diploma in catering and gourmet cooking from the International Correspondence Schools, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania. Sister became an excellent culinary artist who was famous for her 

delicious desserts, rolls, breads, and cookies. 

 

Sr. Francis Anne’s ministry in food service began in Curley Hall of the Catholic University of 

America in Washington, D.C. from 1949 to 1954.  Then she worked in St. Anne Convent, 

Melbourne until 1962.  Sister spent the next few years in Washington, D.C: Theological College, 

John Carroll High School, and as sacristan in the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  

From 1966 to 1974, Sr. Francis Anne worked in Baltimore, Maryland: in the bakery in St. 

Charles Seminary and St. Mary Seminary on Paca Street and as food service director in St. Mary 

Seminary in Roland Park.  Sister stated in her reflections for her Golden Jubilee that the happiest 



times in her life were when she worked in these seminaries in Baltimore.  She had an active part 

in preparing young men for the priesthood.  Plus, she loved being missioned with the older 

sisters from Europe and working with them.  They had a spirit which she always thought was 

free and open which led to much laughter and fun.  Sr. Mary Alix Wagner, who was an example 

of faithfulness to duty, trained Sr. Francis Anne in the kitchen arts and taught her how Jesus 

served others in their daily need of food.  In her turn, Sr. Francis Anne became a great mentor to 

the younger sisters in food service.  She added a special touch of wisdom and spirituality to her 

delicious meals prepared with love and served with joy.   

 

Sr. Francis Anne continued as a food service director in Theological College in Washington, 

D.C. from 1974 to 1976.  Then she moved to Jeanne d’Arc Home in New York City, New York, 

where she worked in community service until 1979 and as administrator until 1981.  Sister had 

one mission in Ohio where she was the food service director for St. Joseph Maternity Home in 

Cincinnati.  Back in Kentucky, she worked in food service in the Chancery of the Diocese of 

Covington from 1983 to 1988 and as director in St. Anne Convent in Melbourne until 1991.   Sr. 

Francis Anne returned to Jeanne d’Arc Home in New York City to work in community service 

for three years.  In 1995 she made her final move to Kentucky and was the food service director 

at St. Anne Convent from 1995 to 1999 and, finally, on the food service staff from 1999 to 2009. 

 

Sr. Francis Anne was a loving, gentle, kind, pleasant, dedicated woman of deep faith and prayer.  

She served others selflessly, patiently, and cheerfully.  Sister belonged to a prayer group in 

which she invited everyone and made all feel at home. Her uncomplaining abandonment to 

Providence was an inspiration to all her acquaintances.  

 

In her reflections, Sr. Francis Anne noted that one of the most satisfying experiences in her life 

was that she tried to live her life as a provident woman called to a faith-filled life each day. 

God’s call led her to recognize that her vocation was a gift and that her faith in God’s love 

sustained her on her journey through life.  Her growth came with the simple things in life; not 

fighting against God, but opening up, always letting God be her light.   

    

In thanksgiving for our dear Sr. Francis Anne and for her witness as a loving, joyful woman of 

Providence and as a woman of prayer, compassion, and loving service throughout her religious 

life, let us entrust her to the care of our Provident God.  

 

United in God’s gracious Providence, 

 

Sr. Barbara Patrick, CDP for 

Sr. Alice Gerdeman, CDP, Provincial 

 

 

Mass of Christian Burial:   July 1, 2019 

           Immaculate Conception Chapel, Melbourne  

  

 

Burial in the Convent Cemetery, Melbourne, Kentucky 


