
OUR NEW PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 
began its term of service on July 21. 
(Story on page 6.)

Pictured: Provincial Superior Barbara Rohe, Vicar 
and Provincial Secretary Lucy Zientek, Councilor 
and Treasurer Margaret Stallmeyer, and Councilor 
Kay Kramer
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Sister Kay Honored with
Midwifery Award

is the newsletter of the Sisters of Divine Providence in Melbourne, 
Kentucky. “As Sisters of Divine Providence we have a mission to be 
living witnesses to the Providence of God. God’s love becomes real 
in us as we go out to be Providence to others through the works of 
mercy.”
                     — Constitutions of the Congregation of Divine Providence
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Sr. Kay Kramer was honored with the Outstanding Preceptor Award 
at the annual conference of the American College of Nurse Midwives 
(ACNM) in June in Washington, DC. Nominated for the award by the 
nurse-midwifery education programs at the University of Cincinnati 
and Vanderbilt University, the nominators mentioned Kay’s love for 
teaching, service to poor women and immigrants, and commitment 
to training future midwives and physicians. Besides clinical work at 
St. Elizabeth, Sr. Kay teaches in the nursing department at Thomas 
More University. (Photo:  Sr. Kay with Katie Moriarty PhD, CNM, 
member of the board of directors of the ACNM.)



 A Labor Day Reflection

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, was founded to honor the American labor movement—the foundation of 
our country’s development, growth, and security. As the official end of summer and a three-day weekend before the fall 
start-up of many activities, most of us appreciate Labor Day for family get-togethers, the break from work or school, 
and fireworks extravaganzas.

What are we really celebrating and why? In the late nineteenth century, trade unionists proposed that a day be set 
aside to celebrate labor. Around the same time, in 1891, in response to a growing disparity of wealth around the world, 
Pope Leo XIII wrote an encyclical addressing the rights and duties of employers and the rights and duties of laborers. 
This encyclical, Rerum Novarum (Latin for “Of the New Things”), laid out principles for the relationship of “capital” to 
“labor.” 

Pope Leo XIII believed that the highest good a society could have was virtue. If everyone in society is virtuous, 
there will be just and fair laws, and no one will be without the means to work and live fairly well because Christian 
charity will cause others to provide for those who were needy. The “common good,” as expressed in this letter, does 
not mean what is most materially good for the most number of people. Rather it means the good that is shared by 
all, which they hold in common. It is really more the moral and spiritual good that all members of society hold in 
common. 

The biblical image of the Mystical Body of Christ is a good analogy to aid in understanding the concept of the common 
good. In the Mystical Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:1-11; Eph. 1:18-23), each member of the body has an important role 
to contribute to the whole. If each member is healthy and contributing to the good of the whole, the body will be 
functional and accomplish that for which it was created. Members retain their diversity in a body (i.e., a brain cannot 
fulfill the function of a heart, nor can a heart do the thinking and processing a brain does), yet all the members form a 
single, united body.

In the same way, in civil society, those who labor at a trade provide an invaluable service to a society. They move the 
body of society in a sense. However, labor alone cannot keep society healthy and functional. We also need those who 
hold and distribute capital like bankers, investors, and philanthropists, who provide the fuel for the workers’ labor.

The dignity of labor, another aspect to reflect on, is the philosophy that all types of jobs are respected equally, and no 
occupation is considered superior and no work should be discriminated against on any basis. Expounding on this in 
2013, Pope Francis said: “We do not get dignity from power or money or culture. We get dignity from work. Work is 
fundamental to the dignity of the person.” Pope Francis ended with the admonition: “I address a strong appeal that the 
dignity and safety of the worker always be protected.” He also said, “Not paying fairly, not giving a job because you are 
only looking at how to make a profit, that goes against God.” 

Unjust salaries, unemployment, human trafficking, and migrant labor are just a few social justice issues that responsible 
Christians are called to address. How do we appreciate the work we do—whether for pay, as volunteers, or for 
personal enjoyment, like gardening or redecorating a room. Are we grateful that we can work? Are we understanding 
and compassionate toward those who cannot? Are we appreciative of the many gifts and abilities God has blessed us 
to share? All things to think about as we enjoy our annual Labor Day holiday! — SiSter BarBara rohe, CDP
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75 Jubilarians Share 
Lexington Diocese 
Connection

What do the CDP Jubilarians have in common 
besides celebrating significant anniversaries this 
year? They all lived and served in the Diocese 
of Lexington, Kentucky. Considering the United 
States Province is rather large, it seems unusual 
that the small group of Sisters celebrating 75, 70, 
60 and 50 years of religious life share this common 
aspect. Though they all served in many ministries 
in many places, here is a snapshot of their work in 
the Lexington Diocese.

Celebrating 75 years, Sr. Mary Bertha Berling 
served in a variety of leadership positions for the 
province and visited the many Sisters serving in 
the Diocese over those years. She was also one of 
the Diocese of Covington’s education consultants 
when the Lexington Diocese was still part of 
Covington, so she met with numerous teachers in 
the Catholic Schools there.

Celebrating 70 years, Sr. Francis Anne Durbin 
was born and raised in Pryse, Kentucky, in Estill 
County and attended St. Agatha Academy, 
Winchester.  While she never served in the Diocese 
after she entered the convent, she visited family 
regularly and always tried to attend the Durbin 
family reunions held there. 

Celebrating 60 years, Sr. Regina Marie Baker 
attended Christ the King School, Lexington, 
and returned to teach there and in Frankfort at 
Good Shepherd High School.  She also served as 
pastoral director at St. Patrick Parish, Mt. Sterling, 
for six years.

Sister Regina 
Marie Baker

60

60

60

Sister Virginia 
Patrick

Sister Cecilia 
Clare Werle

Sister Mary 
Bertha Berling

Sister Barbara Rohe, CDP
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Celebrating 60 years, Sr. Cecilia Clare Werle also 
attended Christ the King School, Lexington, and 
taught elementary school and was organist at St. 
Leo’s in Versailles, St. Mark’s in Richmond, Holy 
Family in Ashland, and St. Agatha Academy in 
Winchester. 

Sr. Virginia Patrick is celebrating 60 years. She 
lived in Hindman, Kentucky, and worked as a 
nurses’ aide in the Knott County Nursing Home 
before she went to Ecuador as a missionary.

Sr. Ruth Parent is also celebrating 60 years.  
She taught elementary grades in St. Camillus 
Academy, Corbin, and in St. Agatha Academy, 
Winchester.

Sr. Alice Marie Schmersal, also celebrating 60 
years,  taught elementary grades at St. Camillus 
Academy, Corbin, and at St. Francis of Assisi in 
Pikeville. In 2009 she moved to Manchester and 
served as pastoral associate at St. Ann Mission 
Church until June of this year.  

Celebrating 50 years, Sr. Janet Schneider taught 
at Christ the King School, Lexington, in the mid-
1970s for five years and then worked at Mother of 
Good Counsel Parish in Hazard for seven years.

Coincidence or Divine Providence that each of 
these jubilarian Sisters lived or served in the 
Diocese of Lexington!

50

60

60

Sister Janet 
Schneider

Sister Alice Marie 
Schmersal

Sister Ruth 
Parent

Some of our 2019 Jubilarians with Sr. 
Alice Gerdeman. Not pictured here 
are Sister Mary Bertha Berling, Sister 
Francis Anne Durbin, who died shortly 
after her jubilee celebration at the end 
of June, and Sr. Alice Marie Schmersal, 
who was involved in a serious auto 
accident and continues to recuperate 
from her injuries.



Our province has been in the midst of a Chapter this year, a multifaceted 
spiritual event that occurs every five years. It includes the election 

of an administrative leadership team and making recommendations and 
setting goals for the community. In April, we elected a new provincial 
superior, Sr. Barbara Rohe. In June, we elected the rest of the leadership 
team: Sr. Lucy Zientek was elected vicar and councilor; Sr. Kay Kramer and 
Sr. Margaret Stallmeyer were elected councilors. 

An opening Mass to call upon the Holy Spirit began the five-day 
proceedings, with Sr. Barbara offering a reflection on dreaming and 
imagining a future full of hope. Following Mass, a procession of delegates 
singing “Come Holy Spirit” filed through Holy Family Home to Providence 
Hall, where the Chapter officially began. Sr. Susan Schorstein, HM, acted 
as facilitator during preparatory meetings and at the general gatherings. 

Following the Chapter, at their first council meeting, Sr. Margaret 
Stallmeyer was appointed provincial treasurer and Sr. Lucy Zientek was 
appointed provincial secretary.

Our congregation orientation was established at our international General 
Chapter last summer.  We recommitted to our Providence spirituality, took 
inspiration from the missionary zeal of our founder and first Sisters, and 
pledged to focus on the most vulnerable in humanity and creation.

Our recently approved Chapter mandate calls us to work toward becoming 
a “Laudato Si” community. Laudato Si is the encyclical letter of Pope 
Francis regarding care of the earth and its effects on God’s people. The 
climate crisis is reaching unprecedented proportions, so the urgency 
could not be greater. The gravest effects on the environment are suffered 
by the poorest. In educating ourselves on the responsibilities and benefits 
of safeguarding the earth and its resources, we will also examine our 
properties and make necessary changes, as well as collaborate with others 
and encourage them to do the same.

Our new provincial leadership team: Councilor Sr. Kay Kramer; Provincial 
Treasurer and Councilor Sr. Margaret Stallmeyer; Provincial Superior Sr. Barbara 
Rohe; and Vicar, Provincial Secretary, and Councilor Sr. Lucy Zientek.

DECEMBER
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Calendar Our Story’s New Chapter
SEPTEMBER

12  United in Prayer, Goebel 
Park, Covington
21 100th anniversary of St. 
Agatha Academy, Winchester
28  Gathering—morning of 
reflection on “Wisdom in 
Scripture” with Sr. Fidelis Tracy, 
CDP

OCTOBER

Theology on Tap @ Clifton, 
Thursdays in October at Humble 
Monk Brewing Co.

NOVEMBER

16  Advent Gathering—morning 
of reflection 

DECEMBER

27  CDP Christmas Assembly

  SPOTLIGHT 
    ON VOCATIONS

As Sisters of Divine Providence, 
we are called to be witnesses of 
God’s Providence by caring for 
people and creation. 

Do you feel inspired by this 
mission too? Are you interested 
in connecting with us? Or, do you 
know a college-age young adult 
who may be considering religious 
life? We’re cohosting a retreat this 
November for college students 
called “A Future Full of Hope.”

Contact Sister Leslie Keener at 
vocation@cdpkentucky.org or 
859-441-0700 ext. 22 to connect!
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 Called to Eternal Life
Sr.  Francis Anne Durbin, CDP,  died 
peacefully at Holy Family Home on June 26, 
2019. She was a professed member of the 
Congregation of Divine Providence for 70 
years. Born in Pryse, KY, in 1932 to Pius and 
Effie Dunaway Durbin, she made her first 
profession of vows in 1949 and professed 
her final vows in 1954.

Sr. Francis Anne began a fifty-year career 
in food service in Washington, DC, at the 
priests’ faculty dining room of Catholic 
University. She also served at Theological 
College in DC and at St. Charles Seminary 

and St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, MD. 
She was food service director at Jeanne 
d’Arc Residence for Women in New York, 
and St. Anne Convent and Moye Center in 
Melbourne, KY . She retired in 2009 and 
continued to live in Jean Martin Community 
until 2018.

An excellent baker and cook, her desserts, 
rolls, and cookies were famous. She was a 
gentle and dedicated woman of deep faith 
and prayer, who served others selflessly 
through her work in helping to feed them 
nutritious and delicious meals.

SISTER FRANCIS ANNE

DURBIN

“Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.”

Sr. Mary Mansueta Martineau, CDP, died 
peacefully at Holy Family Home on May 
20, 2019. She was a professed member 
of the Congregation of Divine Providence 
for 85 years. Born in Piercefield, NY, in 
1914 to Dominic and Josephine Bateman 
Martineau, she made her first profession of 
vows in 1934 and professed her final vows 
in 1937. 

Sr. Mansueta began her ministry of teaching 
in 1936 at Corpus Christi School, Newport, 
KY. She taught in various other schools in 
West Virginia, Kentucky, Rhode Island, and 

Maryland until 1976, when she became the 
administrator of Holy Family Retirement 
Home, Melbourne, KY. After ten years there, 
she moved to St. Anne Convent and offered 
her services in a variety of ways until her 
retirement in 1999. 

A woman of gentle compassion, keen 
wit and kindness, she was celebrated in 
various ways because of her age, wisdom, 
and interest in current events and Reds 
baseball. Her recent 105th birthday 
celebration was one example! 

SISTER MARY MANSUETA 

MARTINEAU

Sr. Jane Frances Kaelin, CDP, died 
peacefully at Holy Family Home on April 
27, 2019. She was a professed member of 
the Congregation of Divine Providence for 
66 years. Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1934 
to John and Priscilla Brokamp Kaelin, she 
made her first profession of vows in 1953 
and professed her final vows in 1958. 

Sr. Jane Frances began her ministry of 
nursing in 1953 at Our Lady of the Way 
Hospital, Martin, Kentucky. She also served 
in Providence, RI, where she ministered at 
St. Vincent Home for Infants and later at St. 

Joseph Infant Home, Cincinnati, OH. She 
began a new phase of ministry as activities 
director at Holy Family Home, Melbourne, 
and then volunteered as receptionist for the 
next six years until she moved there in 2012. 

A woman of strength, compassion, and 
gentle guidance in her work with the sick, 
mothers, their babies, and orphaned 
children, she maintained contact with many 
of her patients over the years. Her sense of 
humor and smile despite her long illness 
was an inspiration to those around her. 

SISTER JANE FRANCES

KAELIN



Living the Charism

“Charity impels us to works of 
mercy. Moved by the compassion 
of Christ for the needy and the 

suffering, we enter their joy, their 
misery, all that is part of life, 

and undertake whatever we can 
to fill needs, to relieve distress, 

and to announce the beatitude He 
promised.”

CHARITY

Who needs the gift of your time, your 
prayer, or your kind word?

Try to be the presence of God 
for someone in need.

Stay in touch! Please visit our website 
and follow us on social media. Help us 
save resources by subscribing to our 
digital newsletter. Just send your email 
address to Annette Walz at secodo@
cdpkentucky.org.
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