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 SISTER MARGARET MARY AUSTING 

  was called into eternal life. 

 

Born February 8, 1923 in Dayton, Kentucky, Sr. Margaret Mary Austing entered eternal life on 

January 1, 2019 at Holy Family Home.  She was ninety-five years old and a professed member 

of the Congregation of Divine Providence for seventy-seven years.  

 

Margaret Louise was the oldest of three children born to Bernard and Emma Austing.  She is 

preceded in death by her brother Ray and her sister, Sr. Mary Edith, CDP.  She is survived by her 

niece. 

 

The Sisters of Divine Providence taught Sr. Margaret Mary at St. Bernard School in Dayton and 

at Our Lady of Providence Academy in Newport.  She came from a family of educators and, by 

the time she was a freshman in high school, she knew that she wanted to be a sister and a teacher.   

However, she didn’t know what to do about this desire so she decided to wait until her senior 

year when she would probably know what to do.  In Sister’s sophomore year, Sr. Marie Julienne, 

CDP approached her and encouraged her to follow her vocation.  Sr. Margaret Mary responded 

to this call from God and entered St. Anne Convent on May 3, 1938.  She made her first 

profession of vows on August 29, 1941 and final vows on August 29, 1946. 

 

After her first profession of vows, Sr. Margaret Mary studied at Villa Madonna College (now 

Thomas More University) and received her A.B. degree in elementary education.  She went on to 

earn her M.Ed. from Xavier University in Cincinnati.  Later she studied library science at the 

Catholic University of America in Washington, DC. 

 

Fulfilling her desire to be a teacher, Sr. Margaret Mary instilled in her students an eagerness to 

study and ways to find God in nature and in other persons.  Her first teaching assignment was at 

St. Aloysius School in Elmwood, Ohio from 1945 to 1950.  She was then included in the first 

group of sisters who staffed Our Lady of Sorrows School in Takoma Park, Maryland.  She was a 

teacher and the librarian there from 1950 to 1957.  Moving on to Holy Family School in 

Ashland, Kentucky, Sr. Margaret Mary taught in the elementary school and served as librarian in 

the high school from 1957 to 1963.  She was both teacher and librarian at St. Agatha Academy in 

Winchester, Kentucky from 1963 to 1965 and at St. Michael School in Wheeling, West Virginia 

from 1965 to 1967.  Next, Sister was teacher and librarian at St. John the Evangelist School in 

Hopkins, Minnesota; St. Matthias School in Lanham, Maryland; and Assumption School in Mt. 

Healthy, Ohio.  In 1970 she returned to Holy Family School in Ashland and remained there until 

1981.  Sr. Margaret Mary’s final assignment in formal education was at Our Lady of the 

Mountains School in Paintsville, Kentucky where she served as teacher, librarian, and cook from 

1981 to 1983. 



 

Sr. Margaret Mary returned to Melbourne where she was the receptionist at Holy Family Home 

from 1983 to 1990.  She was very happy to be of service to the sisters and staff there.  During 

these years, she also taught CCD at St. Philip Parish in Melbourne.  From 1990 to 1997 Sister 

served as pastoral minister in Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Kayenta, Arizona.  Ministering 

on the Navajo Reservation was one of the most satisfying experiences in her CDP life.  Besides 

preparing for church services, readying children and adults for sacraments, and teaching regular 

religion classes, she participated in non-violent demonstrations against nuclear weapons, studied 

the Navajo language, visited the elderly, and delivered bread to the poor.  When she returned to 

Kentucky, Sr. Margaret Mary was part time librarian at St. Bernard School in Dayton until 2002 

and then at Holy Trinity School in Bellevue until 2006. Sister also devoted herself to community 

service and the library in St. Anne Convent. 

    

In her reflections for her Golden Jubilee, Sr. Margaret Mary expressed her amazement at all the 

wonderful and surprising things that had happened in her life.  God had prepared her for all the 

joyful and sorrowful events that occurred.  She recognized that God cared for her in all her needs 

and that nothing happened by chance.  Her deep trust in God brought her peace and joy.  In the 

summer of 1968 she had a spiritual experience that influenced her for the rest of her life and led 

her to join the charismatic movement. She was faithful to contemplation and centering prayer 

and was well read of current spiritual writers.  Sister was most grateful for the love and care God 

had shown her both directly and indirectly through family and friends.  Her father influenced her 

to have the courage of her convictions and a strong sense of fairness and justice.  From her 

mother she learned patience and to be a good listener. 

 

Indeed, Sr. Margaret Mary was a patient person and a good listener.  She was also cheerful, 

persevering, and determined, yet gentle.  She was willing to try something new and willing to 

share whatever knowledge and expertise she had.  She enjoyed doing nice things to surprise 

others.  When anyone asked Sr. Margaret Mary how she was, her response was always “I’m 

blessed.” 

 

In thanksgiving for our dear Sister Margaret Mary and for her witness as a loving, joyful woman 

of Providence and as a woman of prayer, compassion, and loving service throughout her 

religious life, let us entrust her to the care of our Provident God.  

 

United in God’s gracious Providence, 

 

Sister Barbara Patrick, CDP for 

Sister Alice Gerdeman, CDP, Provincial 

 

 

Mass of Christian Burial:   January 4, 2019 

           Immaculate Conception Chapel, Melbourne  

  

Burial in the Convent Cemetery, Melbourne, Kentucky 


