
OUR GENERAL CHAPTER established 
our leadership and focus for the next 
five years. (Story on page 6.)

Pictured: Vicar Sister Daniele Ziegelmeyer from 
the Province of Europe, Sister Janet Carr from 
the American Province, Superior General Sister 
Susan Baumann from the American Province, and 
Sister Marie Noelle Oussen from the Province of 
Madagascar.
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Sister Barbara Marie 
Rohe

Once upon a time, Sister Barbara thought 
that convent life would not be her cup of 
tea. But now she looks back at her years of 
teaching, parish ministry, and administra-
tion with fondness. “In each place I have 
worked, I have felt called there.”
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Sister Janet Marie 
Bucher

Sister Juanita Marie 
Nadicksbernd

Sister Rose Ann 
Menke

Sister Judith Mary 
Riese

Sister Georgia Marie 
Messingschlager

Always walking the extra mile, Sister 
Janet loves parish ministry at Our 
Savior. “These days I walk the streets of 
Covington. That’s where the people are.”

Teacher, principal, and raiser of community 
spirit at Holy Family Home, Sister Juanita 
tackles every assignment with gusto. “You 
just do your job and later—maybe—you find 
out what it meant to people.”

Though “retired,” Sister Rose Ann is still 
teaching English at El Centro. In years 
past she worked in administration and 
at Jeanne d’Arc in New York City. Her 
advice on religious life? “Don’t just look 
for a sign. Trust in Providence.”

She can teach a class, drive a bus, and 
balance the books, but Sister Judith most 
loves working with the people who walk 
through her door at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church in New York. They might want to 
buy a book or have a Mass said, but they 
probably just want to talk. “Mostly, I just 
listen.”

Now working in parish ministry and 
substitute teaching, world-traveler and 
green-thumb-bearer Sister Georgia is 
loved for her “can-do” attitude when 
it comes to preserving fruits and jams. 
“Find joy in what you do. Share that joy 
with others.”

Jubilarians

Get the whole story! 
Beautiful portraits of  our jubilarians are posted 

on our website at www.cdpkentucky.org.
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Providence • Simplicity • Charity • 
Poverty • Abandonment to Divine God Has Amnesia

She was caught in adultery.  Alone. 

They dragged her out while the other walked away.  
Accusing words filled with a thirst for the stoning. 
One stood in their midst whose words in sand  
moved them to forget.   

I have wondered what he wrote until I realized that 
it was not what he wrote which was significant but 
that he wrote in sand.  Writing in sand is the par-
able. Sand swallows words before they are even 
formed.  Then wind, waves or parading feet cancel 
out the message and it is lost forever, no trace, as if 
it never were. 

Perhaps the story is about the contrast of stone 
and sand.  Judgments etched in stone, judgments 
written in sand, unwritten in the writing. 

Are God’s judgments wiped away, erased by the 
rising tide, by wind on the beach, by the tread of 
time? 

Not just forgotten but gone.  Gone before they are 
formed.  Are God’s judgments written in sand? 

O happy sinner, God has amnesia. 

Amnesiac God, forgetting my offense, wiping it out.  
Remember me.  Remember me, remember only 
your good creation.  Remember me. 

Is the question this story asks of me about my 
heart?  Stony in judgment or ground into softness 
and compassion? 

Make me like you, amnesiac God.  My stony heart 
pulverized to bits.  Ground down to powdery sand 
by whatever suffering leads me to compassion and 
mercy.  Erase from my memory my judgments.  
Make me merciful. 

They do not stone her, cover her flesh in blood-red 
tears.  Nor does the judgment of the community re-
main as a boulder or mountain of stones about her 
life.  She will not be Hester Prynne, red-lettered. 
Judgment like words in the sand is fleeting, gone, 
forgotten before it is formed.    

“Who accuses you?”  

 “No one.”  

 “God?”  

“No, no one! Not even God.”  

—Sister Fidelis Tracy
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God Space

A new ministry of the Congregation of 
Divine Providence, God Space offers a 
sense of community to those search- 
ing for a closer connection with God in 
their lives. Started in August of 2017, 
the group “launched” with a Facebook 
announcement on December 12.

God Space hosts gatherings at mem-
bers’ houses and at its primary location 
in the College Hill neighborhood of 
Cincinnati. Sometimes participants will 
meet for dinner; at other times small 
groups will gather for faith-sharing—
and life-sharing.

Sister Leslie Keener explains the idea 

THE DOOR IS OPEN.
COME AS YOU ARE.
YOU BELONG HERE.

behind the ministry: “A lot of people 
struggle to connect in a church setting, 
even though they might want a spir-
itual community. As Catholics, espe-
cially, we don’t always do a good job of 
welcoming others in church. People can 
feel anonymous. You might go to Mass 
and never even get a smile or a hello. 
That doesn’t mean you’re not welcome, 
but it might feel that way.”

Members come from parishes through- 
out the area. “It’s a setting outside the 
formality of church,” Sister Leslie says. 
“It’s not a replacement for the parish, 
but is another place to learn about and 
discuss matters of faith and God.”
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Providing a New 
Way to Meet One 
Another, and God

(Below):  Sister Leslie Keener and Sister Mary Jennings 
share a high-five after a successful evening at God Space.  
With her new certificate in Culinary Arts from Cincinnati 
State, Sister Mary created a delicious meal for two fami-
lies who won a raffle at St. Monica-St. George.

GOD SPACE IS A NEW WAY WE ARE 
LEARNING TO MINISTER TO GOD’S 

PEOPLE

One recent series of talks was given by Sister 
Fidelis Tracy. “It was the nuts-and-bolts of the 
Gospels,” Sister Leslie says. “Who wrote them 
and why, how we should read and under-
stand them. It was prayerful, too. It was really 
popular.”

Another session focused on the symbolism of 
Holy Week and the meaning of the Triduum. 
“We are finding that people really want to 
know more about their faith, and how their 
spirituality can have a real impact on their 
daily lives,” Sister Leslie says.

For the faith-sharing sessions, God Space has 
some ground rules:

1. Everybody talks from their own experience. 
2. No one gives advice to anyone else.

3. Everyone, present or not, gets respect.

People come and go to the meetings. It’s not 
a commitment. Some might find value in one 
activity or discussion and not others, some 
might have changes in their schedules. It’s 
a low-pressure environment—an invitation, 
rather than another to-do.

One particularly valuable aspect of the 
discussions at God Space, says Sister Leslie, 
is the way that people from very different 
worldviews are able to share their thoughts in 
a safe and respectful environment. In our  
charged political climate and a time so 
marked by division, she says, “God Space is 
showing that we can still be one people, one 
community, without sacrificing our ideals.”

Find out more about God Space at its website 
(www.godspacecommunity.org), or follow on 
Facebook (God Space).
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General Chapter
The Sisters of Divine Providence gathered in France recently at their 
Motherhouse for their General Chapter.  Reelected was Superior General 
Sister Susan Baumann from the American Province and Sister Marie 
Noelle Oussen from the Province of Madagascar as General Councilor.  
Newly elected as General Councilor was Sister Janet Carr from the 
American Province and as General Councilor and Vicar Sisters Daniele 
Ziegelmeyer from the Province of Europe.  These Sisters will serve for five 
years.  At the Chapter, the Sisters recommitted themselves to work for the 
most vulnerable in society and in all of creation.  (A photo of our leader-
ship is on the cover.)

An international celebration in four languages, those thirty-nine Sisters 
participating enjoyed formal opportunities to report activities and events 
in each of the three provinces and enjoy informal meals, dance and song.  
There were also opportunities to celebrate with local parishioners and 
representatives of other congregations sharing the same charism and 
founded by Blessed Jean Martin Moye.

Kentuckians for the Commonwealth is a statewide organization com-
mitted to finding solutions to unfair political, economic, and social 
systems.  Sister Marie Gangwish, CDP, spent twenty-five years of active 
ministry at the end of her life working in the mountains of southeastern 
Kentucky, where strip-mining and pollution were particularly harmful to 
Appalachians. As an ardent KFTC member, she championed its causes and 
left a legacy of service.  Each year since her death in 2004 KFTC honors her 
memory by recognizing others who lobby, organize, and raise funds for 
the causes of KFTC.  This year, Sister Mary Joyce Moeller, CDP, presented 
the award and said it gave her an opportunity to let her KFTC companions 
across the state know that the CDPs still stand with them. 

S i s t e r  M a r i e  G a n g w i s h  A w a r d
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Calendar
SUMMER ASSEMBLY

Sisters gathered for the Summer 
Assembly at the end of June.  
Sister Marie McCarthy, SP, LCWR 
Associate Director for Program 
Development, offered a day of 
inspiration and challenge with 
her presentation on the dynamic 
of transformation, “The Path of 
Providence:  Embracing a Future 
Full of Hope.”

OCTOBER 

3 Theology on Tap@Clifton, 
Wednesdays in October at 
Mecklenburg Gardens. Talks start 
at 7 p.m. All are welcome!

NOVEMBER 

4 Cemetery service for departed 
Sisters, Associates, family mem-
bers, and friends at the Province 
Center.

7 Holy Hour for Vocations at the 
Province Center, 6:30 p.m.

17 Advent Gathering with 
guest speaker Sister Florence 
Anyabuowu in Providence Hall,  
9 a.m. to noon.

20 United in Prayer at Goebel 
Park (Covington) by the bell, 
6 p.m. All are welcome!

DECEMBER 

28 Assembly Days for Sisters 
of the congregation. All day, 
Providence Hall.
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Sister Josephine attributed much 
of her success to Providence’s 
daily presence in her life. Quiet, 
efficient, exacting, friendly, and 
kind, Sister Josephine touched 
many lives as a teacher and as a 
librarian. Her Sisters in community 
attest to her genuine care and 
loving concern for them and those 
students, parents, and teachers 
she interacted with at school. 

SISTER JOSEPHINE 
 TIPANE

Known for her deep love for teach-
ing children, Sister Mary Marcia 
also had an affinity for nature.  She 
enjoyed walks in the countryside. 
She had a cheerful, welcoming 
spirit and was generous with her 
talents, her time, and her posses-
sions.  She was a woman of prayer, 
never complained, and suffered 
quietly.  Some regarded her as the 
“mother” of Montessori education 
in Kentucky.

SISTER MARY MARCIA 
JEHN

Sister Margaret Anne had a gift for 
organizing, synthesizing, and sum-
marizing data. She was a devoted 
teacher and a gifted crocheter. She 
wanted to be remembered as a 
happy Sister of Divine Providence.  
She was a caring, compassionate, 
and understanding person who got 
along well with others and served 
as a peacemaker in difficult times.  

SISTER MARGARET ANNE

KRAEMER

Sister Mary Joan was loving, com-
passionate, and deeply contem-
plative.  An outstanding spiritual 
guide, she encouraged, listened 
well, and patiently waited for the 
movement of the Spirit. In addition 
to teaching, she helped to craft the 
translation of the Congregation’s 
Constitutions. She was an excellent 
artist and readily shared this 
talent.  

SISTER MARY JOAN

DOHMEN
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 Called to Eternal Life

Quiet and unassuming, inde-
pendent and competitive, Sister 
Catherine Mary was a peace-
ful, happy person who loved a 
challenge. She enjoyed Scrabble, 
cards, and all kinds of puzzles. 
Even though she was a woman of 
few words, Sister added interest 
to the conversation and was a 
willing listener to others. She will 
be remembered for her skill as a 
teacher and her passion for social 
justice.

SISTER CATHERINE MARY 

HOLTKAMP
Sister Mary Immaculate once stated 
that she was not called to do a min-
istry but to be a religious. However, 
God directed her to devote almost 
her entire life to the education 
of children. Sister excelled as a 
teacher. Her students and fellow 
teachers loved her dearly. She 
especially enjoyed preparing 
children for First Penance and First 
Communion and teaching reading. 

SISTER MARY IMMACULATE 

BECKER
Besides being a proficient seam-
stress, Sister Mary Edith was cre-
ative and a good listener. She loved 
a good time and always wanted 
to hear a joke. Wherever she was 
missioned, she was very active in 
teaching, parish religious educa-
tion programs, outreach programs, 
and at the polls on election days. 
After her retirement, she tutored 
immigrants in English once a week.

SISTER MARY EDITH

AUSTING

Sister Elizabeth Mary was sponta-
neous, dependable, and constant. 
She would help with any task. 
Seeing beauty in simple things, she 
brought cheer to the Sisters with 
her colorful flower or leaf bou-
quets. She was united to God in her 
own way and could often be seen 
at prayer in the community chapel.

SISTER ELIZABETH MARY

HOUSTON

“Eternal rest 
grant to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.”
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Congregation Orientation 2018–2023

“The Congregation is the community in which 
we come together as true sisters, 

loved by the same Father, 
animated by the same Spirit, 

devoted to the same mission” 
(Constitutions,  Article 21).

Sisters of Providence, 

Today

Passionately embrace our Providence spirituality, 
the source of our unity.

Stir anew the zeal for mission 
exemplified in the lives of Jean Martin 

and our first sisters.

Go out!

With your sisters and with others, 
encounter the most vulnerable in humanity and creation 

in new and creative ways. 

“I sent them without giving them any money, as Our Lord sent the  
apostles, encouraging them to put their confidence in God and abandon 

themselves completely to God’s divine Providence” (Directory 335).

Stay in touch! Please visit our website 
and follow us on social media. Help us 
save resources by subscribing to our 
digital newsletter. Just send your email 
address to Annette Walz at secodo@
cdpkentucky.org.
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