
OUR ASSOCIATES work to be the face 
of Providence in many walks of life. 
(Story on page 4.)

Pictured: Associates Mary Helen Bertolini, Donna 
Esposito, and Christina Carr
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Those Who Have Ears,
Let Them Hear!
The Sisters just can’t keep quiet about the new sound 
suppression panels at St. Anne Province Center and Holy 
Family Home. Thanks to some generous benefactors, the 
dining room, recreation room, and Providence Hall have 
been retrofitted with a new, beautiful, and effective sound 
control system. 

The additions were integrated seamlessly into the spaces, 
blending into the areas in the older building as well as the 
recently built Providence Hall. In some areas, they are a 
visual enhancement, while in others they simply disappear 
into the background. But while you may not see the 
difference, you certainly can hear it.

Sister Mary Jo Hummeldorf expressed her frustration 
over the previous problems with these community areas, 
saying, “It was such a shame. You’d be trying to have a 
conversation over dinner and you simply could not hear 
or understand what the other person was saying because 
the sounds bounced around off of all the hard surfaces.  

When we’d have presentations in Providence Hall—with 
really important information—many could only hear with 
the special hearing devices they needed to use. Especially 
for our Sisters with older ears, it was a very frustrating 
situation.”

The funding effort for the sound panels was kicked off at 
last year’s Evening Under the Oaks event and work on the 

common areas started almost immediately. 
Many of the Sisters have expressed their 
appreciation of the sound panels and 
the positive impact they have made on 
community life.

And Sister Mary Jo couldn’t be happier. “I 
am very grateful that I can relax at table and 
understand what the Sisters at my table are 
saying rather than having to strain to hear 
and understand.”

We are grateful to all who contributed to this 
terrific improvement to our Sisters’ quality of 
life.

Providence
M o m e n t s

is the newsletter of the Sisters of Divine Providence in Melbourne, 
Kentucky. “As Sisters of Divine Providence we have a mission to be 
living witnesses to the Providence of God. God’s love becomes real 
in us as we go out to be Providence to others through the works of 
mercy.”
                     — Constitutions of the Congregation of Divine Providence
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Air-starved lungs begging, filled, but 
not satisfied. Elbows bruise and jab. 
Pushing, shoving, feet entangled.

Torn between the need 
to see and the dread 
of seeing. A crowd 
that gawks at pain, 
gawks without 
knowing the pained 
one. Bloodied body, 
welted back, torn 
flesh. The curious 
crowd hungry for the 
grotesque scene of death. 
She needs to be near, but dreads 
to see. Her child, her beloved. It cannot 
be. It is a nightmare from which she will 
awake.

He is her son, a magnet demanding 
her. Yet her body pulls away from the 
spectacle. She has seen them pass by 
before, beaten, with hardly a human 
visage left, struggling and falling, 
rising. Continuing when there was no 
continuing left in them. Now it is her 
son. 

Finally wedging through the tangled 
limbs and shuffling feet she stands near 
him. He sees the remembrance in her 

eyes, the akedah, Isaac with the wood 
upon his back, the wood that will be the 
kindling for the sacrifice. She hears the 

question of Isaac to his father 
Abraham, “My father, here 

are the wood and the 
fire but where is the 

sheep for the burnt 
offering?” “God 
will provide.”

Frantically her eyes 
search the byway, 

the growth along the 
path. Where is the ram 

caught in the bramble? Where 
is the lamb God will provide for the 
sacrifice? What will God give to replace 
her son upon the wood?

His loving gaze speaks to her. “Look 
no more among the brambles. I am the 
lamb. I am the manna in the desert. I am 
the Passover. I am the Exodus. I am the 
Way. I am the truth. I am the life. I am 
the Passover. I am the sacrifice. I am the 
lamb. Be at peace, for it is accomplished 
in me. It is finished.”

—Sister Fidelis Tracy, CDP

The Fourth Station
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Celebrating Our Associates

The seed that was planted in Donna Esposito as a 
sixteen-year-old volunteer at St. Vincent’s Home, 
Providence, Rhode Island, an infant and children’s 
asylum, blossomed eventually into a formal 
relationship with the Sisters of Divine Providence as 
one of their first Associate members. “The invitation 
from Sr. Mary Catherine Hunt, CDP, came at the right 
time for me. No longer a Sodality member (as I was in 

my younger years), I missed that kind of spiritual focus 
with others.” As a teacher in West Warwick, Rhode 
Island, alongside Sisters, Donna appreciated their 
spirit, example, and dedication. But she says something 
was missing in her life. “When Sr. Mary Catherine 
explained the principal aspects of being an Associate 
were trying to live those same virtues of the founder 
as the Sisters did but in my life as a single woman 
regardless of my occupation, I knew that was what I 
needed. That was in 1976 and so the journey began.”  

Today Donna serves as the Director of the Associate 
Community and she understands clearly that those 
coincidences that seemed to occur in her life at the
right time are really God’s Divine Providence, ever 
loving and caring for her. Donna explains, “I try 
to express to those men and women interested in 
becoming Associates that they’re probably already 
living those virtues. The Associate Community 
provides support and enrichment. We have wonderful 
Associates who care for one another, pray for and with 
one another, participate in service opportunities with 
one another. As a community of men and women in 
small groups throughout the world, we are really of one 

Associates participate in 
service projects, including 
gathering items for various 
local ministries such as the 
Our Savior Food Pantry and 
the Northern Kentucky Cold 
Shelter.

Who Are the Associates?

Associates are women and men of all faiths, ages, cul-
tures, and life situations.

They seek support to assist them in their desire to 
grow closer to God and in the practice of the virtues 
of simplicity, charity, poverty, and abandonment to 
Providence.

With the Sisters, Associates are called to be the “face 
of Providence” through prayer, ministry, relationship, 
celebration, and works of love, mercy and justice.
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mind and one heart trying to live those four fundamental 
virtues of poverty, charity, simplicity, and abandonment 
to Providence. It goes deeper than sharing friendship. 
Having a supportive community in living out those virtues 
or charism, as it’s called, makes all the difference. Over 
these forty-three years I’ve tried to have an open mind 
and an open heart. And I’ve been so very enriched being 
an Associate. Living this way has enabled me to see things 
differently, and given me many opportunities to grow into 
a better person.”

Christina Carr began her connection with 
CDPs in 2003 as a staff member at St. Anne 
Convent. A non-Catholic Christian, she 
was impressed by the Sisters’ way of life 
and their commitment to God and prayer. 
“I’d go to their library and read the words 
of the founder, John Martin Moye, and find 
them intriguing.” It wasn’t until five years 
later when she was introduced to Sr. Mary 
Huber’s hospice nurse with these words “she’s 
just like one of us,” that she realized what she had heard. 
“I really was in solidarity with the Sisters and wanted 
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus with them. Being an 
Associate has given me a clearer focus on what that really 
means. Living the virtues alongside wonderful people and 
allowing myself to be vulnerable with them has been a 
great blessing. I can share my weaknesses and struggles 
and know that they will always be met with grace and 
compassion and someone saying, ‘I know exactly how that 
feels.’ And then they share their story with you. It’s a great 
support to have their prayers and friendships.”

Christina sees herself as a bridge-builder with the non-
Catholic and former Catholic members of her church. “I 

recently told a no longer practicing Catholic who was 
somewhat critical that it might be helpful if she 

read the Catechism to better understand what 
Catholics really believe.” She goes on to say, 
“As a thirty-seven-year-old married woman, I 
know God is using me and I know I am walking 
a closer walk with Jesus because I am an 
Associate.”

Mary Helen Bertolini has a different experience 
of becoming an Associate. As a former vowed 

member of the Sisters of Divine Providence, she became 
reconnected with the community when she attended a 
reunion of Sisters and former members in 1986. While 
she didn’t even know about the Associate program then, 
she was so pleased to discover there was a link between 
religious life and lay secular life. She says, “This is such an 
important aspect of my life now because it keeps my feet 
moving on the Gospel path, not just planted. It helps me 
focus on apostolic charity and going out like the apostles. 
I don’t live the charism consciously, but it’s like what 
physical exercise does for the body. My reflections and 
intentions are internalized and enable me to better live 

the virtues. Being an Associate doesn’t 
relieve me of doing the dishes, but it 
gives me a whole different perspective.”

What these three women have in 
common is their desire to grow in their 
relationship with Jesus with the help 
of a supportive community. Regular 
small group meetings of prayer, 
sharing, and socializing enables each 
Associate to be the “face of God’s 
Providence” in whatever way they are 
involved —as a mother, grandfather, 
nuclear engineer, teacher, nurse, social 
worker, psychologist, speech therapist, 
volunteer, homemaker, and cook… It’s 
their common desire that unites them! 

Interested in 
finding out more?

Contact Donna Esposito at 
859-781-0712, ext. 18, or 

donnaeacdp@aol.com 

Associates, like Phil and Ann Marie Wengloski (right), 
live their commitment to the virtues in their daily lives; 
some, such as the members of the steering committee 
(seen below with Sister Rose Ann Menke, CDP), also 
take a leadership role in the Associate Community.



The Sisters of Divine Providence have many important decisions to make 
this spring. April 25–27 marks the Chapter of Elections, when delegates 
will elect a provincial. The provincial will help determine the number of 
councilors who will serve on a leadership team for the next five years. 
Sisters have been reflecting on and discussing the necessary leadership 
qualities for this important ministry; and the Sisters are in the process 
of making nominations for these roles. 
During the Chapter of Business from June 
25–29, delegates will elect the necessary 
Councilors.

Among the tasks of the Chapter is deciding 
how best to implement the Chapter 
Statement issued at the General Chapter 
held last summer in France. Delegates from 
the three provinces, France, Madagascar, 
and the United States, met for ten days 
to elect leadership for the Congregation 
and set goals for the next five years. All 
the Sisters were invited to reflect on this 
Statement and discuss it during Assembly 
Days in December. For example, one of the 
facets of the Statement is a commitment 
to “encounter the most vulnerable in humanity and creation in new and 
creative ways,” so each province has to reflect on and determine how their 
ministries will focus on this call. 

A Chapter is a challenging and hope-filled experience in the life of our 
Province. The Sisters engage in serious dialogue, decision-making, 
electing leadership, and setting goals for the next five years. Please pray 
for the Sisters during this time and look for updates on Chapter activities 
on social media.

The provincial chapter is a 
spiritual event in the life of the 
province, a privileged time for 
reflection and dialogue on our 
common goals and aspirations. 
Every member of the province 
participates in this community 
experience, either directly or 
indirectly through delegates.

—Constitutions of the 
Congregation of Divine 

Providence

CDP members 
of the Provincial 
Chapter Task 
Force (from 
the left, Sr. 
Lucy Zientek, 
Sr. Dolores 
Gohs, Sr. Mary 
Jennings, Sr. Fran 
Moore, Sr. Leslie 
Keener, and Sr. 
Liz Wehri) meet 
with facilitator Sr. 
Susan Shorsten, 
HM (on screen).
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Calendar
MARCH

9  From 9 a.m. to 11:30, 
Gathering in Providence Hall: 
“Count It All Joy: Moving 
through the Lenten Season 
with Renewed Energy and 
Hope,” with guest speaker Sister 
Mary Kay Kramer, CDP. All are 
welcome.

9  At 6 p.m., God Space is hosting 
Sister and Chef Mary Jennings, 
CDP, for an evening of cooking 
lessons, appetizers, and wine.
 

APRIL 

25–27  Chapter of Elections

MAY

18  Evening Under the Oaks 
marks its twentieth anniversary 
with friends, food, and fun.

18  Gathering, 9 a.m. to noon, 
Providence Hall. Details to come.

JUNE

23  Jubilarian celebration with 
Mass and reception

25–29  Chapter of Business

Provincial Chapter
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 Called to Eternal Life

Sr. Margaret Mary Austing, CDP, 
died peacefully on January 1, 
feast of Mary, Mother of God. 
She had spent 77 of her 95 
years as a faithful Sister. 

Sr. Margaret Mary was very 
devoted to our Blessed Mother. 
The rosary was an important 
part of her day. When she could 
no longer get around well, she 
would ask someone to help 
her get ready to join the other 
Sisters in Resurrection Chapel 
for the daily rosary.

Contemplation and centering 
prayer were also important 

to her, and for several years she was part of the charismatic 
movement. She was well read, always keeping up with political 
news and the daily paper. When her eyes could not keep up, she 
would sometimes invite someone to read to her. She especially 
enjoyed the daily reflections in Magnificat.

As young as fifth grade, Sr. Margaret Mary thought she would like 
to work among the “Indians.” Her seven years among the Navajo 
as pastoral minister in Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Kayenta, 
Arizona, was one of her most satisfying experiences. Besides all the 
usual parish tasks, Sr. Margaret Mary delivered donated bread to 
the poor, served on the board of a shelter for abused women and 
children, and demonstrated against nuclear weapons. Her interest 
in world events, justice issues, and politics never waned. 

Sr. Margaret Mary always showed a spirit of hospitality, even with 
the challenges she faced each day. She smiled easily, and gratefully 
expressed genuine thanks for visits and for things done for her. 

A word that will continue to remind many of us of Sr. Margaret 
Mary is blessed. When anyone greeted her with “How are you 
today?” she would smile and say, “Blessed.” She truly did feel 
blessed by the love and care God had shown her throughout her 
life, both directly and indirectly through family and friends.

Because of Sister Margaret Mary, we, too, can say we are “blessed.” 
And we pray that she may now enjoy eternal blessing with our 
Provident God and her loved ones, especially her dear sister Edith.

SISTER MARGARET MARY

AUSTING

“Eternal rest 
grant to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.”

Sister Gertrude Ann, or “Gert,” 
as friends and family called 
her, manifested Godly love in 
every facet of her life. 

The thread of this Divine Love 
was woven throughout all her 
life and ministry in the Church 
where she served for over 66 
years. Her loving soul and 
compassionate spirit touched 
her family, friends, coworkers, 
people of all ages, and our 
CDP community. 

 
Gert dearly loved her family. She cried copious tears at the death 
of her beloved father after his battle with cancer. She turned down 
a second term as principal at Kalida Elementary School in Kalida, 
Ohio, to accept an assignment in Northern Kentucky, where she 
could assist her mother, ailing in health. 

Gert was devoted to her friends and coworkers. She loved the 
religious congregations that nurtured her spiritual life. She 
possessed a keen intelligence and many administrative abilities 

and organizational skills. She generously shared of herself in all 
aspects of her life, especially spiritually, in her ministries, and as a 
delegate to the provincial and general chapters. 

Sister was a valuable member in any group to which she belonged. 
She had the gift of communicating with people and was friendly in 
meeting strangers without much difficulty. Sr. Gertrude Ann was a 
good friend with all her acquaintances. 

In our community, she is remembered for her deep faith, 
gratitude, and love for others, a prayerful spirit and a sense of 
humor. She was a great tease and always ready to enjoy a good 
joke. Her upbeat personality, clever wit, and ready smile brought 
joy to others and will long be remembered. 

Even in Sr. Gert’s final days at UC hospital, the priest who anointed 
her spoke of the twinkle in her eyes as they shared about their 
common German heritage. In her own testimony, given upon the 
occasion of her Golden Jubilee, she wrote, “I would like to most be 
remembered for my saving grace of a sense of humor.”

Her life was a love story. God is love and she who abided in love 
abided in God and God in her. Rest forever, dear friend, in God’s 
all-embracing love!

SISTER GERTRUDE ANN

KNIPPER



Simplicity
“Simplicity requires that we be 

direct and true in our 
relations with God, 

with others, and ourselves, 
making no compromise for the 

sake of appearance or self-
interest, but looking only for 

the glory of God.”

Living the Charism

Is there an area of your life 
that needs simplifying? 

Challenge yourself 
to set aside what is not essential 

so you can see and 
celebrate what is.

Stay in touch! Please visit our website 
and follow us on social media. Help us 
save resources by subscribing to our 
digital newsletter. Just send your email 
address to Annette Walz at secodo@
cdpkentucky.org.
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